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LECTURES ON THE CATECHISM. 


No. 3 


Tx8 second question of the Cate- 
chism is, What rule has God given 
to direct us, how we may glorify and 
enjoy him ? 

Answer. The word of | God, 


which ts containedin the scriptures of 


the old and new testament, is the only 


rule to direct us how we may glorify 
and enjoy him. 

It has been stated in a former 
Lecture, that this answer con- 
tains two leading ideas. 1. That 
the scriptures are the only rule to 
direct us; or in other words, that 
a revelation is necessary for our 
instruction in truth and duty, and 
2. That the scriptures of the old 
and new testament are the word 
of God, a revelation of his mind 
and will, and are amply sufficient 
for this important purpose, The 
first of these ideas has been con- 
sidered, viz. the necessity of a 
revelation, for the instruction of 
mankind in the great truths and 
duties of religion, I proceed to 
consider the second idea, con- 
tained in the answer to the ques- 
tion under consideration, by ex- 

2U 


hibiting some evidence that thé 
Scriptures are a revelation of thé 
mind and willof God. Theev- 
idences of the divine origin of the 
scriptures have, with great pro 
priety been divided, by divines, 
into external and internal. Two 
leading branches of the external 
evidences of the divinity of the 
scriptures, to which I propose in 
the first place to attend, are mir- 
acles and prophecy. And in the 
I. Place, I proceed to enquire, 
respecting the evidence reculting 
from miracles, in proof of the di- 
vinity of the scriptures. Ard, | 
1. I remark, that incontestiblé 
miracles have been wWrouvht, in 
proof of the divinity of the Jew 
ish and of the Christizn scriptures. 
Judaism and Christianity, altho? 
different in their external rites and 
ceremunies, are but different dis- 
pensations of the same economy. 
They have one Lord, one faith 
and onehope. The divine mis- 
sion cf Moses, and that of Jesus 
Christ, were abundantly attested 
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by miricles. The history of the 
Jewish nation, which is contained 
in the scriptures, particularly dur- 
ing their deliverance out of Egypt, 
. and their journeyings through the 
wilderness, contains Many €eur- 
prising miracles, by which, if they 
were really wrought, the divine 
mission of Moses, and the divin- 
vinity of that religion, which he 
taught, and of that worship which 
he instituted, were abundantly 
manifested. The book which we 
denominate the old testament, 
was in the possession of the Jews, 
while they existed a8 a nation, 
previously to their destruction by 
the Romans, and it contained not 
only the truths and duties of their 
religion, but also their code of 
civil laws, as is abundantly prov- 
ed by Josephus and by many oth. 
er Jewish and Christian writers. 
Indeed the existence of the Jews 
in the present day, who still re- 
tain the old testament scriptures, 
as the standard of their religion, 
and practise many of the rites 
and ceremonies therein enjoined, 
and whose national existence and 
dispersion, with the circumstan- 
ces of them, and matters of tra- 
dition afrong them, is proof of 
the same fact.. On a'careful ex- 
amination it will be found, that 
these scriptures could not, in the 
nature of things, have gained 
such a reception, unless the mat- 
ters of fact which they relate were 
true. And among these matters 
of fact related in the old testa- 
ment history, are many incon- 
testible miracles, which when 
once fully proved to have been 
wrought, are full evidence of the 
truth of whatever they attested. 
The miracles of the old testa- 
ment, all the wonders, which at- 


tended the children of Israel in 
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their deliverance from Egypt, and’ 
their journeyings through the 
wilderness, were things, which 
could be judged of by the senses, 
and concerning the reality of 
which, those who witnessed them, 
could not have been deceived. 
The children of Israel must have 
known, whether all the first born 
of the land of Egypt were slain, 
while by the sprinkling of the 
blood of the paschal lamb on their 
door posts, their own children 
were saved alive. They must 
have known, whether the red sea 
opened, in a miraculous manner, 
so that the water rose as a wall 
on either side for them to pass 
through, while it closed on their 
enemies, pursuing them, and over- 
whelmed them with destruction. 
They could not but have known, 
whether they were fed miracu- 
lously, by manna, during the 
space of forty years. 

The Jews had various obser« 
vancies, instituted in commemo- 
ration of the miraculous events 
which attended their deliverance 
out of Egypt, and their journey- 
ings through the wilderness ; and 
according tothe account of the 
old testament, these observances 
commenced, and were regularly 
continued, from the time of those 
events which they commemora- 
ted. Thus the feast of the pass- 
over, the solemn ceremony of 
killing a lamb, and of eating it 
in a journeying posture, and of 
sprinkling their door posts with 
the blood of it, was practised 
from generation to generation, 
in memory of God’s passing over 
their first born, and sparing them 
alive. And in like manner, al- 
most every miraculous event was 
secured against being forgotten, 
by succeeding generations, by 
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some memorial of it, which was 
repeatedly presented to their 
view. A large number of the 
Jewish observances, pointed back 
to the wonders which had been 
wrought in their favor, in their 
deliverance from Egypt, and in 
their journeying through the wil- 
derness. 

These things being true, it is 
absurd and incredible to suppose, 
that the miracles recorded in the 
old testament werenever wrought, 
and therefore that the whole his- 
tory of them is aforgery. As 


‘has already been remarked, if the 


things which were performed 
were such as they are related to 
have been, and were done as pub- 
licly as the scriptures declare, it 
is impossible that any deceit 
should have been practised, on 
those who witnessed them. They 
were not things, which were ca- 
pable of being performed, by the 
slight-of-hand of a necromancer. 
The only question is, has the 
whole account of these things 
been forged, and palmed upon 
the world, long after the things 
said to have been performed, have 
taken place. This is absolutely 
impossible, for the reasons which 
have been already stated. 

Let this idea be made famil- 
iar byanexample. Suppose it 
was a part of the constitution of 
the United states, (for this strong 
State of the case is necessary, to 
make it a parallel one,) that all 
our citizens should celebrate, by 
feasting or other ceremonies, the 


fourth of July, in commemora- 


tion of the declaration of inde- 


pendence, and that this custom 


was, in obedience to the require- 
ment of public law, universally 
celebrated by our citizens. Now 


45 it possible tc supppose that such 
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a law should ever have been enact 
ed and such observance ever insti- 
tuted, if no such event as the dece 
laration of independence had ev- 
er taken place? In such circum. 
stances ,such a law, & such an ob- 
servance would have carried 2 
falsehood in their very face, which 
every man’s experience would 
have enabled him to detect, and 
instead of being received and 
practised, they would have been 
treated with a merited contempt. 
The same is true more emphat- 
ically, respecting the observances 
enjoined by the Jewish laws, 
which were multiplied and fre- 
quent, which would make the 
falsehood more glaring. Thus 
the evidence in proof of the mir- 
acles recorded in the old testa- 
ment having been really wrought, 
is such as cannot be resisted. 

I proceed now to enquire, 
whether there is equal proof that 
the miracles recorded in the new 
testament, were really wrought. 
These miracles were such as were 
judged of by men’s senses, and 
which if performed, according to 
the account in the new testament, 
could not have been a deception. 
To feed five thousand persons to 
the full, when they were sufferin 
from hunger, with food not suf- 
ficient, before it was increased by 
a miracle to feed fifty ; to restore 
the sick to health, and to raise the 
dead to life, by a word, were 
things which evidently required 
divine interposition. Did Jesus 
Christ then really work the mira- 
cles, ascribed to him in Scripture ? 
His apostles have testified to the 


fact, professing many of them to 


have been eye witnesses, and ap- 
pealing to others, who were also 
declared to believe, when they 
wrote, for the truth of what they 
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assert. The apostles in their wri- 
tings manifest a character, which 
ought to entitle them to credit, 
as faithful and true witnesses. 
‘They appear like eminently good 
men andtheir narration has more 
internal marks of faithfulne-s and 
veracity, than any other history 
which has ever been written. 
But farther, the writings of our 
new teftament were published, 
s00n after the events which they 
record took place. This fact is 
proved by the circumstance that 
these books have been referred to 
and quoted, both by the friends 
and the enemies of christianity, 
from that day to the present, as 
the standing record of the church. 
It farther appears from history, 
profane as well as sacred, hea- 
then as well as christian, that 
christianity, on its first appear- 
ance, had many bitter enemies, 
beth among the Jews and the 
Gentiles, who were labouring, 
by every possible exertion, to 
overthrow it. Had the history 
of our new-testament been in any 
measure an incorrect history of 


facts, it would have been easy, 


on its first publication, to have 
shown it, and the implacable 
foes of christianity would not 
have failed to expose it ; and syc- 
ceeding enemies to christianity 
would have handed it down, to 
the present day. But among all 
the slanders which were uttered 
against christianity, and all the 
violent efforts which were made 
to render it odious, and to pre- 
vent mankind from embracing 
it, it does not appear that one 
early enemy of christianity, ever 
questioned the truth of our new- 
testament, as a correct history of 
facts. On the contrary the im- 
placable enemies of christianity, 


so far from denying that the 
Saviour wrought the miracles, 
attributed to him, confessed it, 
though they endeavoured to de- 
stroy the argument thence result- 
ing, in favour of his divinity and 
divine mission, by pretending 
that he did it by the power of 
magick. It is then absolutely 
certain that the Saviour wrought 
the miracles attributed to him. 
It is equally so that the apostles 
wrought miracles, in attestation 
of the divinity of their Master, 
and of the truth of his doctrine, 
which they preached. In the 
writings of the new-testament it 
is abundantly asserted, without 
having been contradicted by their 
enemies. In view of all the ob- 
stacles which christianity had to 
encounter, on its first promulga- 
tion, it is impossible to account 
for its success, without supposing 
that the apostles had the power 
of confirming their preaching by 
working miracles. In the apol- 
ogies for their religion, written 
and published by some of the ear- 
ly fathers of the church, the fact 
that christians were enabled to 
work miracles is asserted, and 
they even challenge their enemies 
to put their power to the test. 
Having thus considered the fact, 
that miracles really have been 
wrought, in attestation of the re- 
ligion published by Moses, and 
more clearly taught by the Sav- 
iour, and his apostles, I proceed 

2. To evince, that miracles are 
a sufficient proof of the truth of 
whatever they attest. Moses 
wrought miracles to attest his 
divine mission, and so also did 
the Saviour, and these miracles 
were the broad seal of heaven 
set to their claims. The laws 
of nature are those rules, which 
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God has fixed to himself, in gov- 
erning the universe. They are 
modes of divine operation. God 
is a God of order and not of con- 
fusion; and in order that his 
creatures may know what to ex- 
pect from him, in all circumstan- 
ces, he proceeds according to 
Jaws which himself has establish- 
ed, in his management of the na- 
tural and of the moral world. 
A miracle is a suspension or coun- 
teraction of the laws of nature,’ 
which cannot be effected without 
the permission .and agency of 
him, who ordained them. The 
power of man is extremely limit- 
ed. Hecan produce no effects 
but m compliance with the laws 
of nature, and his impctence is 
manifest whenever he attempts to 
counteract them. With respect 
to spirits of a superior order, al- 
thou;h we have no very full ac- 
count of the extent of their pow- 
ers in Scripture, yet we are taught 
that they excelinstrength. How 
far they would be a>le to go if 
permitted, in performing thore 
things which should appear mir- 
aculous, so much is ceitain, that 
they cannot perform the least 
thing, without the divine permis- 
sion. Every miracle, then, must 
be conceived to have in some 
sense the sanction of Deity, and 
as he is a being of immutable 
truth, who cannot deceive his 
creatures, he will suffer no mir- 
acle to be wrought, but in attest- 
ation of <ome important truth, 
Whatever therefore 1s attested by 
a miracle, is undoubtedly true, 
If to this it be objected, that 
the magicians of Egypt, that the 
sorceress of Endor, and that oth- 
ers, by the assistance of evil spir- 
its, wrought miracles, and since 
evil spirits can aseict wicked men 
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to work miracles, or what have 
the appearance of miracles, they 
may work them in attestation of 
a falsehood, so that miracles are 
not a certain test of truth, I reply, 
Iam unable to determine C¢er- 
tainly what are meant by en- 
chantment and sorcery, which 
are spoken of in scripture. Ma- 
ny surprising feats have been per- 
formed by mere slight of hand. 
Some have supposed that there 
is nothing beyond this, in what 
has been denominated sorcery 
and enchantment in f€cripture. 
But there is much in the account 
of these things, which looks like 
the assistance of evil spirits. That 
God should suffer such a connex- 
ion isnotincredible. But suppo- 
sing that evil men, assisted by 
fallen spirits, could work such 
wonders as would, if not coun- 
teracted, pass for real miracles, 
or even supposing that they could 
work real miracles, yet God is 
bound by the perfections of his 
nature, notto suffer them to be 
wrought, without counteraction, 
in attestation of a falsehood. Thus 
the apparent raising of Samuel, 
by the sorceress of Endor, con- 
firmed no falsehood, and‘ needed 
no counteraction. On the con- 
trary the enchantments of the 
magicians in kgypt were wrought 
to confirm a lye, and therefore 
their testimony was counteracted, 
by the superiority of those things 
which were wrought, by the 
hand of Moses and Aaron, as- 
cisted by the power of God. 
Some persons have tuppoeed, that 
the very idea that evil spirits, in 
connexion with mankind, could 
perform thore things which would 
pass for miracles, would prove 
that evil spirits could thus attest 
a falsehood, and would destroy 
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the argument resulting from 
miracles in proof of the divine 
origin of christianity, but this is 
by no means correct. No mat- 
ter how many wonders.evil men, 
assisted by fallen spirits, could 
work, if permitted by God, we 
are certain from his perfections 
that he will never suffer them, 
without counteraction, in this 
way, to attest a falsehood. 
Thus, then, it appears, that 
miracles have been wrought in 
attestation of the divine crigin of 
christianity, and that they are 
demonstrative evidence of the 
truth of whatever they attest. I 
proceed in the . 
II. Place briefly to consider, 
the argument resulting from the 
fulfilment of prophecy, in proof 
of the divine origin of christiani- 
ty. Prophecy is such a foretell- 
ang of future events, with the cir- 
cumstances attending them, as is 
‘beyond the power of human saga- 
city, and which necessarily .im- 
plies the interference of him, who 
knews the end from the begin- 
ning. ‘There are many events, 
which human wisdom, by an ac- 
curate survey of causes, previous- 
ly existing, would be able to pre- 
dict, yet it would be generally 
difficult to describe such events, 
previously to their existence, in 
all their minute circumstances. 
But the prophecies of scripture 
describe the most improbable 
events, with all the minute.cir- 
cumistances attending them, and 
so long beforehand, as to pre- 
clude the possibility of its being 
merely the result of human fore- 
sight. The language of scrip- 
ture prophecy is symbolical, and 
will therefore, to him who does 
not diligently attend to it, be dif- 
ficult to understand. But as 
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there is an uniformity in this lan- 
guage, as the same symbol is not 
used to signify different events, 
though the same event may be 
signified by more than one sym- 
bol, confusion is prevented, and 
this kind of language becomes ag 
definite, and with suitable atten- 
tion, as intelligible, as any other. 
But prophecy at times lays aside 
all figure, and utters itself in 
plain and literal language. That 
the prophecies have been wrap- 
ped in no impenetrable obscurity, 
is abundantly proved, in that a 
general expectation has been ex- 
cited, among those to whom the 
prediction was delivered, that the 
event would take place, previous- 
ly to its existence. Thus, when 
the Saviour came into the world, 
a general expectation of his ap- 
pearance prevailed in the land of 
Judea, and in the surrounding 
countries. The prophecies of 
Scripture are entirely different 
from the responses of heathen or- 
acles. Whatever may be con- 
ceived to have been the nature 
of those oracles, their predictions 
were generally vague, so that 
they might be applied to almost 
any event; they did not general. 
ly respect the minute circumstan- 
ces of the events which were the 
subjects of them; there was not 
an unity of design running thro’ 
them, their predictions were not 
like the predictions of scripture, 
the parts of one great whole, 
which wonld have rendered them 
an hundred fold more liable to 
detection; they did not prophe- 
cy of events which were in ages 
to come to be accomplished; and 
above all, it was not the plain 
tendency of thoze prophecies, to 
establish or impress upon man- 
kind important truth, and to en- 
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force the duties of religion, they 
did not tend to glorify God, and 
to advance the interests of his 
great moral kingdom. 

The accomplishment of the 
prophecies of scripture is not 
merely to be learned from the sa- 
cred historians themselves. Then 
it might be said that they were 
impartial in their narration, and 
had taken care to make the event 
correspond with the prediction. 
But for a minute account of the 
fulfilment of some of the remark- 
able prophecies of scripture, we 
are dependant on Jewish or hea- 
then historians. An agreement 
in such a case, of a prophecy and 
its fulfilment, precludes the pos- 
sibility of any concerted scheme, 
to make out a consistency, in or- 
der to delude mankind. 

To consider at length the 
prophecies of scripture, and the 
évidence of their fulfilment, would 
be impossible, within narrow lim- 
its. I shall only, in a brief way, 
refer toa few of them, and, 

1. Iremark, that the prophe- 
cies respecting the Saviour, which 
were delivered by different per- 
sons, in ages remote from each 
other, and some of them thou- 
sands of years before his appear- 
ance in the world, were remark- 
ably and perfectly fulfilled in him. 
That the old testament, in which 
these prophecies were recorded, 
was in existence long before the 
Saviour’s incarnation, a person 
at all acquainted with antiquity, 
will not pretend to deny. ‘This 
sacred volume, it is well known, 
was the very foundation of the 
Jewish commonwealth, both as 
respected their civil and religious 
affairs, it had been some hundreds 
of years before the days of the 
Saviour translated from the ori- 
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ginal Hebrew into the Greek lan- 
guage, it was by means of the’ 
Jews, who had established them- 
selves in various nations, scatter- 
ed extensively ; and undisputed 
tradition, a3 well as other cir- 
cumstances, prove that its origin 
and its antiquity, were such as 
that, to which it lays claim. 

It was precicted more than one 
thousand years before the event, 
that the scepter should not depart 
from Judah, or in other words, 
that the Jewish government 
should not be destroyed, before 
the coming of Messiah. And ac- 
cordingly, soon after the appear- 
ance of Christ, the Jewish gov- 
ernment was destroyed by the Ro- 
mans. By the prophet Haggar 
it was foreteld, that the Saviour 
should come, before the destruc- 
tion of the second temple, in the 
following language, “ The desire 
of all nations shall come, and Ef 
will fill this house with glory, 
saith the Lord of Hosts; the glo- 
ry of this latter house, shall be 
greater than of the former.’”’? And 
accordingly, the Saviour came, 2 
little before the destruction of the 
temple, by the Romans. The 
prophet Daniel, in propketick 
language, easy of interpretation, 
foretold that the Saviour should 
come at the end of 490 years af- 
ter the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
And this period is found, by an’ 
accurate calculation, to have clos- 
ed,about the time of the Saviour’s 
appearance. So exact was the 
fulfilment of this prophecy, that 
a distinguished ancient enemy of 
Christianity has declared, that it 
must have been written subse- 
quent to the event. The mira. 
cles which the Saviour should 
perform were prophecied of, in 
the following language. The 
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eyes of the blind shall be upened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped, Then shall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb saall sing, 
And Jesus Christ fulfilled this 
prediction, by working the mira 
cles here specified. it was fore. 
told that he should die by the 
hand of violence. he pr ophet 
Isaiah says, he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities, the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him, 
and by his stripes we are healed. 
And so the events took place. It 
was foretold, that to him should 
the gathering of the people be, 
that he should have the heathen 
for his inheritance and the utter-” 
most parts of the earth for a pos- 
session ; and this was fulfilled in 
the successful propagation of 
Christianity. In fine, all the cir- 
cumstances of his life and his 
death ; that he should be born of 
avirgin, of the tribe of Judah, 
and of the seed of David, in the 
town of Bethlehem; that he 
should enter Jerusalem i in humble 
triumph, riding on an ass ; that 
he should be a man of sorrows 
that he should be sold for asian 
pieces of silver; that he should 
be put to acruel death, and mock. 
ed by tho:e who saw him die ; 
and have vinegar and gall given 
him to drink; that the soldiers 
should cast lobe for his raiment ; 
that he should be buried with the 
rich, and rise from the dead be- 
fore his body saw corruption ; 
these things were all foretold, 
and minutely fulfilled in the Sav- 
iour. And let it be remembered, 
that these things were foretold, 
in different ages, and by different 
persons, all thus harmonizinz, by 
a fulfilment in the same person. 
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2. The destruction of Jerusa» 
lem was particularly foretold by 
the Saviour, who declared that 
not one stone of it should be left 
upon another. The gospels, in 
which this prediction ts contain- 
ed, were pubii hed before this e- 
vent took place, of which, evi- 
dence, if it were nec+s.ary, could 
be abundantly produced. When 
this prediction was uitered, this 
event was utterly improbable. 
Jerusalem was already in the 
hands of the Romans, and it was 
therefore improbable that they 
would destroy it, and further, it 
was never customary among them 
to utterly destroy, even cittes 
which they conquered. But the 
event exactly corresponded with 
the prediction. The Romans in 
destroying this city, proceedcd so 
far as even to plow up the very 
ground, on whichit stood. Jos 
sephus, the Jewish historian, who 
eould have by no mean: been par- 
tial to Christianity, gives the most 
abundant evidence of the literal 
fulfilment of this prophecy. 

3. The rise and character of 
an antichristian however, wv.hin 
the pale of the christian church, 
is minutely foretold in the new 
testament. It was declared, 2 
Thessalonians t1. 4 that the man 
of sin shouid profane:y a sume 
oe prerogatives ot Deiry, and so 
.e has done, by giving laws withe 

out authority to the church, and 
professing to pardon sin, ana by 
receiving a homage due only to 
Jehovah. The folowing pas- 
eage describes many leading tea- 
tures of popery. Now tre Spir- 
it speaketh expressly. tha: m the 
latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils, Speaking lics in hypoc- 
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risy, having their consciences 
seared as witha hot iron. Forbid- 
ding to marry, and commanding 
to abstain from meats, which 
God hath created to be received 
with thanksgiving, of them which 
‘believe and know the truth... 

4. The dispersion of the Jews 
among all nations, and their re- 
maining a distinct people, until 
their final. restoration to their 
own land, was distinctly foretold 
thousands of years since, as might 
easily be shown, from multiplied 
passsage of scripture, did time 
permit. _And the fact, that the 
Jews have remained a distinct 
though a dispersed people during 
the course of almost eighteen 
hundred years, is notoridus over 
the world, andis a standing mir 
acle, as well as an exact fulfil- 
inent of a prediction. Every 
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other people intermarry, and so 
mingle with each other, as to 
become one, after living for a 
time together, as an appeal to 
history would abundantly preve ; 
but a Jew remains a Jew to the 
day of his death, and this people 
continues distinct from age to age, 
though they have. been so treat- 
ed, that interest would have led 
them to mingle with the nations, 
in. order that they might enjoy 
equal civil privileges with them, 
which they have generally been 
denied. | biel 

Prophecy as well as miracles, 
is a full proof of divine interposi- 
tion, and establishes the divinity 
of the scriptures. 


The length of the preceding Lec. 
ture will prevent the insertion ofthe 
communication on the ordination of 
Deacons till our next number. 


—> 


Miscellany. 


THE DOCTRINE OF TOTAL DEPRAYVITY<: 
No. 3. 


_ urs doctrine we have at- 
temipted in our first number to 
explain, and in the second to 
prove. Itis now proposed to of: 
fer some remarks respecting the 
importance of teaching and be- 
lieving the doctrine of total de- 
pravity. It is well known that 
some religious instructors dwell 
much, in their public discourses, 
on the depravity of mankind, yet 
some persons suppose that this is 
an unprofitable and unpleasant 
subject. It is often thought that 
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it would be far better to come 
mend people for their virtuous 
conduct; and that no good can 
arise from describing the wick- 
edness of our fellow creatures. — 
Without any question the truth 
ought to be preached and to be 
believed on every religious sub- 
ject. If it be true, as we think 
is evident from the preceding 
number, that mankind are by na- 
ture totally depraved, it is a doc- 
trine of the greatest importance 
in its connection and consequen= 
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ces. And its importance may 
appear from the following con- 
siderations. 

1. It is necessary that man- 
kind should be sensibie of their 
own depravity that they may 
understand the doctrines of the 
gospel. Iris the design of the 
gospel to display the glory of 
God in the salvation of sinners. 
And with this design ali the doc- 
trines of the gospl harmonize. 
That the gospel may be under- 
stood and the glory of God in the 
salvation of sinners may be per- 
ceived, it is necessary to havea 
true knowledge of the character 
of the sinners who are saved. In 
proportion to their depravity the 
glo ry of Gud and the excellence 
of the gospel will be manifest in 
their salvation. No person ever 
perceives any excellencé or im- 
portance in the gospel of the 
grace of Gad, eo long ashe is ig- 
norant and insensible of the de- 
pravity of mankind, ‘lbe whole 
gospel is founded on the docirine 
of human depravity. For if 
mankind are not sinners, they 
have no need of the Savicur. nor 
of such a salvation, as is offered 
inthe gospe!. But if they are 
by nature totally depraved, they 
are proper objects of the divine 
displeasure, and justly condemn- 
ed to endless punishment. Nor 
can they be forgiven and saved 
from deserved misery, without 
such atonement as shall express 
the justice of God and the good. 
ness of the law in confesantng 
and punishing sinners. The de- 
pravity of mankind, thefefore, 
shows the aature and necessity of 
the atoning sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: it also shows the 
nature and necessity of the mor- 
al renovation of sinners by the 
power and grace of the Holy 





Spirit. With the doctrine of hu- 
man depravity is closely connect- 
ed the doctrine of divine sove- 
reignty in the sanctification and 
salvation of sinners according to 
the good pleasure or God. In. 
deed all the doctrines of grace, 
which are the very essence of the 
pure gospel of Jesus Christ, are 
inseparably connected with the 
doctrine of human depravity. So 
far ag any persons depart from 
the truth re:pecting the total de- 
pravity of mankind by nature, 
they err respecting the whole sys- 
tem of religious instruction, that 
ts taught in the holy seriptures. 
They, who are not truly taught 
their own depravity. have no cor- 
rect knowledge of the gospel. It 
is therefore as important that 
mankind should be taught and 
should believe the doctrine of to- 
tal depravity, as it is that they 
should under-tand the go:pel of 
the grace of God. 


That markind may perform 


the duties of the gospel, it is ne- 
cessary that they should be censi- 
ble ef their own depravity. Re- 
pentance towards God and faitlr 
towards the Bord Jesus Christ 
are essential duties of the gospel. 
And these are the first “duties 
which God requires of sinners. 
But no one can ever see the na~ 
ture and importance of repent- 
ance, uniess he have a knowledge 
of his own depravity. Nor will 
any one, who isignorant and in- 
sensible of his own wickedness, 
ever believe on the Lord. Jesus 
Christ for salvation. In order 
to obey the gospel and to per- 
form any religious services that 
can be ‘accepted. it iS necessary 
that a person should know the 
plague of his own heart. With- 
out a knowledge of our own de- 
pravity, we shall be unhumbled 
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and self-righteous in all our 
religious performances. And 
with such a spirit neither. our 
persons nor our services can any 
more be accepted before God 
than Cain or the Pharisee. Now 
every person, who has the small- 
est degree of discernment or re- 
flection on religious subjects, must 
be sensibie that itis of the great- 
est importance for every one to 
perform the duties of the gospel. 
But it appears to be of no less.1m- 
portance that every human being 
shsuid be sensible of his own de- 
pravity. For no one ever per- 
formed, or even truly perceived 
wha: God requires of sinners in 
the pyo:pei, while he was ignorant 
and insensible of his own sinful 
character 

3 It is necessary that man- 
kirid should be sensible of their 
own depravity, that they may re- 
ceive the blessings of the gospel. 
Ali the bles:ings of the gospel 
are offered to sinful and guilty 
creatures, who deserve the wrath 
of God and the curse of the law 
forever. Jesus Christ can.e into 
the world to save sinners. He 
came to seek and to save that 
which was lost. He did not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance. No person can 
ever be saved from endle:s mise- 
ry through Je-us Christ, unless ke 
be :o sinfui and guilty that he 
deserves the endle:s torments of 
hell. No person can ever enter 
into heaven and receive eternal 
blessedness and glory through Je- 
sus Christ, unless he deserve to 
enffer the pains of endless death. 
"The Lord Jesus Christ died to 
eave the guiliy and not the inno- 
cent. And all the biessings he 
has procured by his death are for 
sinful and guilty creatures. De- 
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fore any person can receive these 
blessings, he must be sensible of 
his wickedness and ill-desert.— 
Without a knowledge of their 
own depravity no persons will 
ever understand the doctrines, 
perform the duties, or receive the 
blessings of the gospel. It is, 
therefore, of the utmost import 
ance that mankind sheuld be sen- 
sib'e of their own wickedness and 
ill desert. Nothing is effectually 
done for the salvation of sinners, 
if they are not taught their own 
total depravity. 
Con. Mag. 


=— 


REMEDIES FOR INTEMPERATE 
DRINKING. 


No. VI. | 

Havyinc in my former num- 
bers, taken a pretty extensive 
view of the causes, the insidious 
progress and the terrible etiects 
of intemperance, it is time to in- 
quire, whether any thing can be 
done to stay the plague, and, if any 
thing, what? This, all will admit, 
is an inquiry of vital importance. 
if every section and corner of 
our country, were ravaged by a 
pestilential disease, it would avail 
but little for the physicians to in- 
vestigate the causes of it ;—to 
trace its progress and count its 
victims; unless they could dis- 
cover and apply suitable reme- 
dies. 

So in the cases before us, it is 
by no means sufficient to point 
out the causes, progress and ef- 
fects of intemperance. To diss 
miss the subject here, wou'd be 
to leave the benevolent mind, in 
a stateof the most painful sus- 
pence. If the distemper has not 
progressed so far, as to cut of 
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all hope; if any thing can be 
done, by way of cure or preven- 
tion; itis exceedingly desirable, 
that the proper remedies should 
be pointed out, and applied with- 
out delay. The idea that * our 
wound is incurable,” must not be 
indulged one moment. ‘Wnques- 
tionably, much may be done to 
limit, if we cannot wholly pre- 
vent, the ravages of strong drink ; 
to lessen the streams, if we can- 
not dry up the fountain. I shall 
therefore proceed to suggest the 
Most obvious and _ practicable 
remedies, which have occurred to 
me, hoping that by the blessing 
of God, some good may result 
from the undertaking. 

1. The first remedy that I 
would propose, and earnestly re- 
commend, especially to those 
who have begun to follow strong 
drink, is atotal abstinence from 
the use of all intoxicating liquors. 
This may, probably, be deemed 
a harsh remedy by some; but 
the nature of the disease absolute- 
ly requires it. Men who have 
been in the habit of using small 
quantities of spirits, may possibly 
wean themselves gradually, 
though this would not be the best 
course even for them. But for 
the drunkard, or the tippler, to 
think of reforming by degrees, is 
perfectly idle. Such persons are 
in this way a “thousand times 
more likely to grow worse thaa 
better, in spite of the most sol- 
enih resolution they can form. 
And even if one in a thousand 
should in this way, begin to re- 
trace his steps, and gradually ap- 
proach the path of temperance, 
he would every day be exposed to 
a fatal relapse. To parley with 
60 insidious an enemy as strong 
drink, is just about the same thing 
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asto surrender at discretion.— 
As well might the poor bird, 
when charmed by a serpent, think 
to break the enchantment, by 
gradually withdrawing from the 
wily destreyer. My observa- 
tions,” says the excellent Dr. 
Rush, “ authorize me to say, that 
persons who have been addicted 
to the use of spirit, should abstain 
from it suddenly and entirely.— 
Taste not, handle not, touch not, 
should be inscribed upon every 
vessel that contains spirits, in the 
house of a man, who wishes to be 
cured of habits of intemperance.’’ 
It is most earnestly to be wish- 
ed, that these remarks of Dr. 
Kush may meet the eyes, and be 
engraven on the hearts, of all 
that class of people, in our land, 
who occupy the middle space be- 
tween strict temperance and ha- 
bitual intoxication; men _ that 
must regularly have their morn- 
ing bitters, their’ eleven o’clock 
dram, and their afternoon sling ; 
~——such as are apt, on public oc- 
casicns, to become merry & talk. 
ative, or boisterous and quarrel- 
some ;—all, in a word, who are 
gradually and insensibly swerving 
from the path of sobriety. 
' 2. The evils of hard drinking, 
which every good man deplores, 
might be greatly diminished, by 
laying heavy duties on all foreign 
and domestic spirits. Some, [ 
know, strenuously contend, that 
increasing the price has no ten- 
dency to diminish the consump. 
tion. “Those who love liguor, 
will have it, say they, let it cost 
whatitmay. It is true that sots 
and tipplers are not apt to mind 
the expense, so long as their mon- 
ey and credit last. But the high- 
er the price is, the sooner must 
their means be axhausted, and 
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the more difficult must they find 
it to procure the insidtous poiton- 
It is certain, that much more 
rum would be drunk, than now 
is, if it could be purchased for 
half a dollar a gallon ; and much 
less would be drunk, if the price 
were advanced to four or five 
dollars. ‘The same may be said, 
of all kinds of ardent spirits, man- 
ufactured in this country. If 
heavy duties were laid on all cur 
distilleries, they would manufac- 
ture less, and the people would 
drink less. If for instance the 
price of cider brandy was raised 
three or four fold, by a general 
excise, the farmer she now lays 
up his barrel, or hogshead, for 
family use, would he satisfied 
with less than one third the quan- 
tity. Many a bloated wretch, 
who now gets dead drunk with 
tixpence, W ould, for want of more 
money, be saved from this worse 
than brutal debasement. Itisthe 
language of common sense syp- 
ported by the testimony of expe- 
rience, Diminish the price, and 
you increase the consumption ; 
augment the price, and you dimin- 
ith the consumption. So high 
are the duties, in Great Britain, 
at this moment, upon Spirits man. 
ufactured in her own colonies, 
that the use of rum is almost un- 
known, among the lower and 
middling classes of the people. — 
Similar duties would undoubted- 
ly produce similar effects here. 
It has been remarked, that a 
great proportion of the emigrants 
to this country from England 
and Ireland are intemperate, and 
it is generally supposed that they 
were equally so, before their em- 
igration, But this last is a mista- 
ken idea, Many of them first 
begin to indulge in strong drink, 
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after they land upon our shores, 
And the fact is accounted for 
in this way, Wages are so 
much higher, in this country, 
than in the countries from which 
they came, and ardent spirits 
are <o much cheaper here, that 
they can afford to drink more 
freely, and thus are drawn into 
the vortex, before their appre- 
hensions are excited. Let our 
general and state governments, 
impose very heavy duties upon 
the importer, the distiller, and 
the retailer, and I am sure tkat 
the fiery deluge which is now roll: 
ing its waves every where, would 
pees and rapidly subside. _ 
‘Yhat conscientious regard 
to a public good, which the 
community has a right to ex- 
pect and demand, in the ap- 
pointment of informing officers 
and retailers of spirits, would 
greatly check the progress of in- 
temperance. Men of the first 
respectability, and most advanta- 
geously situated, should be re. 
lected for grand jurors, and oth- 
er informing officers. Under 
the vigilant eye of such men, the 
noisy rabble of tipplers would 
shrink into darkness, and study 
concealment. A few present- 
ments would go far towards 
clearing the mort thronged grog. 
shops, and n many young men who 
are beginning to fall, would be 
saved from uiter cial, As for 
abutes cf licenses, now so com. 
mon, they might, in my appre- 
hension, be eff ‘ectually prevented, 
if the authority of each town, 
would make it an invariable rule 
not to renew the license of a 
man, who has once heen convict. 
ed of abusing his privilege. 
4, A kind of moral test act, 
declaring every drunkard unfit 
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tohold any office and disqualifi- 
ed to vote in any public meeting, 
would, it is presumed, give a sal- 
utary check to excessive drink- 
ing. ‘The lovers of rum, and 
brandy, and whiskey, mzy very 
probably start at this suggestion, 
and deny the right of the general 
government or any state govern. 
ment, to enact such alaw. But 
if intemperance strikes at the 
foundations of public, as weil as 
domestic happiness; if an intoxi- 
cated man, is alike unfit to legis- 
late, to judge, to execute laws, 
and to have a voice, in making 
appointments to cffice, then itis 
proper, that the door should be 
shut against him, even when he is 
sober. For who can tell, wheth- 
er he will be capable of acting at 
all when his ‘ervices are most 
needed ? and who would be wil- 
fing toconfide his dearest rights 
to the dectsion of a drunkard ? 

That men may rightfully be 
disfranchised, for making brutes 
of themselves and ruining their 
iamilies, as well as for perjury, or 
any other czime, I take to be a 
sound proposition. And ifthe 
thing could be done, in this coun- 
try, | have not a single doubt, 
that it would save thousands 
from all the debasement, and 
woes, and crimes, of miemper- 
ance. 

5. Much might be done to dis- 
countenance hard drinking, by 
the electors, in every state and 
town, in the exercise of their elec- 
tive franchise. All the good and 
virtuous might easily agree, nev- 
er to vote for a man, (of whatso- 
ever politic ) who ts known to 
make too tree ue of the bottle, 
or to bry votes with liquor. Let 
such agreements, in larger and 
emailer circles be madi, publisi- 


ed, and adhered to, and it would 
have a prodigious influence, in 
diminishing the consumption of 
ardent spirits. 

6. Much might be done, by to- 
tally excluding the intemperate 
from all reputable companay.— 
The melancholy truth is, that 
though it is considered disgrace- 
fulupon the whole, for a person 
to be seen intoxicated, what is 
called @ high scrape, if it occurs 
but seldom, i: passed over, asa 
kind of venial indi:cretion, which 
by no means di:qualifies a person 
for genteel and virtuous society. 
This injudicious toleration, has, 
I believe done more than almost 
any thing else, to diffuse tl pois- 
on among the middling and high- 
er ranks of the community. The 
lovers of ardent spirits have found 
that they can habituaily drink 
hard, and occasionally proceed to 
downright drunkenness, without 
intirely losing their standing in 
societry ; and hence have taken 
encouragement to go on ireasur- 
ing up wrath unto the day of wrath, 
and the revetation of the righteous 


judgment of God. These things 


ouzht not so to be. 

It is stated, and I believe on 
good authority, that for a man of 
any stending to be seen intoxica- 
ted in France, is fatal to his rep- 
utation. He is discarded at once, 
@s a sort of monster in humay 
shape, whoily unworthy of confi- 
dence, and unfit to appear after- 
wards in any decent company. 
This, to be sure, is carrying the 
matter to a great length, but I 
think none too far. It is, in ef- 
fect, presenting a stamp of infa- 
may to every man’s forehead, to 
remind him, what must be the 
consequences of his swallowing 
the incbriating draught; ane if 
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has unquestionably contributed 
much to that sparing and cau- 
tious use of ardent spirits, for 
which the French people have 
been highly and justly commend- 
ed. 

Let the experiment be fairly 
tried in this country. Let the 
drunkard be discarded as a com 
mon nuisance. Let a mark of 
infamy be set upon him, which 
nothing but iears of genuine pen- 
itence, followed by a thorough 
reformation, can ever eftace. Hf 
he is hurgry, feed him; if he's 
thirsty, give him drink ; but shun 
him, as you would a ‘person yel- 
low with the pestilence. Instead 
of stooping to lift him out of the 
mire, where he insists wpon wal- 
lowing, and placing him among 
decent people, avoid him, pass not 
by him, turn from him, and pass a- 
way. What though not one m 
a hundred of the present race of 
drunkards shou'd be reclaimed by 
this pointed nezlect, we have ev- 
ery reason to believe, that hun- 
dreds, if not thousands, would be 
Ceterre? from entering into their 
path, and then would an inca'cu- 
lable amount of shame, suffering 
and guilt, be prevenied. 

7. Much might be done to 
discountenance vice in general, 
and intemperance in particular, 
by the formation of morai socie- 
tie:, within convenient limits, and 
comprising the mo:t viriucus and 
influentia! members of the com- 
munity, They might enter into 
articles of agreemént to di:contin- 
te the u‘e of -pirits in their own 
families ; to recommend the same 
abstinence to their friend: and de 
pendants ; to restrain their chil- 
dren and servants from mingling 
with the idle and di-solute; and 
to countenance aad aid inform: 
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ing officers and magistrates, in 
the execution of the laws. 
It is a matter of thankfulness, 
that a considerable number of 
such societies have lately been 
formed, in various parts of New- 
England, under favourable aus. 
pices: It is hoped, and confi. 
jently believed, that many more 
will be formed, and that, by their 
influence and exertions, thousands 
may be prevented from plunging 
into the gulf of intemperance. f 
am well aware, that societies of 
the above description cannot be 
established und go intooperation, 
without bringing upon themselves 
the bad wishes, if nothing worse, 
of corrupt and dissolute men — 
But no one who loves his chil- 
dren, his country, his Bib!e, and 
his God, should be deterred 2 
moment, dy the cneers and threats 
of such men. It is an honor to 
be opposed by the devil and ail 
his adherents. Let none who 
wish, ard labor, and pray, for 
the promotion of good morals 
faint or be discouraged. Let us not 
te weary in well doar, for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
8. Our churehes, by a faithtuf 
attention to discipline m‘ght do 
vastiy more. than is done, to dis- 
courage and prevent intemper- 
ance. No bocy denies, I believe, 
that hard drinkmg is a disciplin- 
ab'e offence ; and yet, alas! how 
frequen:ly is it tolerated for 
years, in the household of faith ! 
How many churches wink atthe 
disorderly concuct of their mem- 
bers, in this particular! Thus, 
not only is Chri:t wounded in the 
house of his friends, but many, 
withont, are emboldened, by the 
example of immoral professors, 
to run «wiih them to the same excess of 
rict. It chrech members were 
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universally faithful to exhort one 
another daily; if the smallest de- 
viations from the path of tempe- 
rance were followed by tender 
admonitions, and if the 1 incorrigi- 

le were cut off, with all reasona- 
ble despatch, from church com- 
munion, how happily, and how 
extensively, would these measures 
operate, in preventing the use of 
intoxicating liquors. 

9. If farmers and méchanics 
would agree not to drink spirits 
themselves, and not to provide 
them for their workmen ; if, in- 
stead of furnishing liquor, they 
would give an additional com- 
pensation td laborers, furnishing 
them at the same time, with a 
generous supply of nutritious and 
palatable drink, such 4s cider, 
beer, molasses and water, milk 
and water, and the like, a very 
large advance would be made to- 
wards banishing the fiery prodiict 
of our distilleries from the field 
and the shop. And this would 
be no inconsiderable part of that 
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general reformation, as it respects 
the use of spirits, whith is to loud- 
ly called for. 

10. After all, the most certaia 
remedy for intemperate drinking, 
ds well as for every other evil 
practice, is religion. It is this 
heaven-born principle, which con- 
quers and controls our inordinate 
desires and appetites. It is this, 
which restores reason to the exet- 
cise of its legitimate authority ov- 
erman. It is this, which not on- 
ly teaches men, but disposes them, 
to preserve their bodies, as tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost.. In pro- 
portion as they love and fear God, 
they will be temperate. ‘T'o this 
grand object, therefore, let the 
efforts and prayers of all good 
people be directed. And in con- 
nexion with these efforts and pray- 
ers, let every remedy that has 
been here suggested, and every 
other that can be devised; be 
faithfully applied. 

Panoplist. 
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FIRST REPORT OF THE VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY, COMMUNICATED TO 


THE SOCIETY, AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING, AT MONTPELIER, 


ocToBEer 21, 1813. 

To tie Vermont Bible Soctety, the fol- 
lowing P2eport ts, by the Board of Di- 
rectors, respectfully submitted. 

BRETHREN AND FRiEnps, 
Agrceably to authority given in the 

constitution, the Directors, at their 

first meeting, appo:nted Agents, in 
difl ferent par ts ‘of the State, to: ak! them 
in carrying into eifect the benevolent 
designs of the Society. 

The state of the funds have already 
been made known to the Socicty, by 
the account of the Treasurer. 


The Directors have procured five 
hundred Bibles, and two hundred 
New Testaments, most of which have 
been distributed, principaliy withia 
the bounds of this State. Two hund- 
red Bibles have also been received, by 
the President, generously presented to 
this Society by the Connecticut Bible 
Society, and ordered to be forwarded 
to the Agents, for distribution. 


From infermation received by theses 


who have been concerned in distr ibu- 
ting Bibles, it appears evident to the 
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Directors, that the want of this inesti- 
mably precious book, is much greater 
than has been apprehended. Some 
affecting instances of a long and entire 
destitution of the word of life, in con- 
siderably numerous families,have come 
to our knowledge. One woman, who 
had eight or nine children, informed 
the person, who presented hér with e 
Bible, from the Society, that it was 
the first which had ever been owned 
in the family. Another poor woman, 
in a messag> té one of the Directors, 
begging for a Bible, stated that her 
son was fifteen years old, and that she 
had never had a Bible in her house, 
since her marriage. Several others 
come, or sent to the same person, in- 
forming that they neither had a Bible, 
nor the means of procuring one.— 
There was one family, also, whose 
house and furniture was burnt about 
six months before; which had no book, 
nor even a single page of a book of 
any Kind. While it is deeply to be 
lamented, that many similar cuses are 
to be found, in this favored country, 
it is with much pleasure, that the Di- 
rectors observe, that the Bibles, which 
have been distributed, have been very 
thankfully received, and, there is rea- 
son to believe, have already, in some 
happy instances, been instrumental of 
preat good. 

_ On the whole, the Board have the 
happiness to state, that the successof 
this infant Society, to procure and dis- 
tribute Bibles, has hitherto exceeded 
expectation; that many, to whom the 
word of the Lord is precious, have been 
made exceeding glad, by the gift of 
this inestimable treasure; and that 
others, wlo have been indifferent ton. 
wards it, or treated it with contempt, 
have been induced to read it, with se- 
serious attention, and to realize their 
own concern in its interesting and sol- 
emn truths, Far, therefore, from des- 
pising the day of small things, we 
have great reason to take encourage- 
ment from these promising beginnings, 
to persevere in, and increase, our en- 
deayors to extend the knowledge of 
salvation by grace, by the distribution 
of the Bible. The unparalleled exer- 
tions, and the wonderful success of 
$imi'ar Societies, both in Europe and 
America, white they call aloudfor the 


2x 


liveliest expressions of gratitude, to 
Him, by whose inspiration the scrip- 
tures were given, which are able to 
make us wise unto salvation, through 
faith in Christ Jesus, should also ex- 
cite, in us,.a fervent zeal, to cooperate 
with our brethren, in diffusing the 
knowledge of the truth, and ushering 
in the giorious day, when the Bible 
shall be read in every tongue, and 
its saving truths made known to every 
inhabitant of the globe. | 

Since the estaolishment of the Brit- 
igh and Foreign Bible Society, in Lon- 
clon, in 1804, the attention of the chris- 
tian world has been aroused to the. 
great object of extending the light of 
the gospel of the grace of God, not on- 
ly tothe poor and ignorant in lands 
called christian, but to the nations, 
which sit m heathenish darkness, in 
the region and shadow ofdeath. That. 
Society, aided by a vast number of 
auxiliaries, and patronised by multi- 
tudes, of allranks, and conditions, and 
of all denominations of professing 
christians, has extended its benefi- 
cence to every quarter of the world, 
and given the B.blé to hundreds of 
thousands, perhaps to millions, who 
were destitute cf the invaluable treas- 
ure, We are informed, that it expen- 
ded more than 146,000 dollars, the 
last year; and that, since its first es- 
tablishment, it has distributed more 
than 430,000 Bibles and Testaments. 
In addition to this, it has done much 
to forward the pubiication of the DBi- 
ble, in various languages, among the 
heathen inhabitants of Asia and Africa. 
The generous flame has spread to va- 
rious other countries of Europe, where 
similar Societies have been formed, in 
great numbers, and with great suc- 
cess. It has also reached our country, 
and produced wonderful effects.— 
Since the above named pericd, and 
principally. within five vears, between 
twenty and thirty Bible Soajeties have 
been formed, within the United 
States; and theirannual reports, which 
have come to our knowledge, finish 
ample evidence of iheir great and m- 
creasing utility. They present ts 
with facts, which must fill the heart of 
every christian with jov, and encour- 
age him to hope, that the period is no& 
remote, when the Bible will be in the 


hands of all people, and the knowledge 
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of the Lord shall fill the earth, as the 
waters do the seas. 

There is reason to believe, that the 
happy influence of Bible Societies 
will not be confined to those, to whom 
their charity extends. Many others, 
behelding what exertions are made to 
give the Bible to’ the destitute, and 
perceiving the blessed etfects of these 
exertions, in the saving conversion of 
sinners, who were ready to perish, and 
the consolation drawn by the humble 
believer from this well of salvation, 
will be excited’ to inquire into its im- 
portance to themselves, More Bibles 
will be purchased; they will be more 
read; the knowledge of divine truth, 
drawn from this uncorrupted fountain, 
will increase; and there is reason to 
hope, that it will, by many, be receiv- 
ed with faith and love, and thus be- 
come the power of God to their salva- 
tion. These Societies, it ts apprehend. 
éd, are calculated to dogreat good, as 
they have ahappy tendency to break 
down the wall of separation, whith 
prejudice -and party spirit have too 
long placed between many, of different 
religious denominations, who really 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sinceri- 
ty. As the Bibleis the standard, to 
which professing christians, of all de- 
nominations appeal,’ because the great 
truths’ of religion are here made 
known, not iy words, which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but, which the Holy 
Spirit teacheth, all the real disciples 
of Jesus can’ cheerfully harmonize in 
exertions for Causing every one to be 
supplied with this precious source of 
divine instruction,’ And having an olj- 
ject, of such vast importance, to con- 
centrate their exertions, and harmon- 
ize thier views, and coming together, 
with the spirit of the gospel, their 
prejudices against eachother gradual 
ly subside ; they feel themselves drawn 
together, by the cords of christian af- 
fection, and learn how good,and how 
pieasant it is, for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. Nor is this all— 
Those, who become engaged in tlie 
good woik, of putting the Bible into 
the hands, and recommending it to the 
attention of others, can hard{y fail to 
he excited to give more attention to it 
themselves, and toreceive proportion- 
abie benefit... The more the Scrip- 
tures are studied, with a disposition to 
receive instruction, in the things of 
































































God. the more light and’ comfort will 


be drawn from them. This, again 
will tend to enliven zeal for causing 


the instructions ofthe Bible to be re- 


ceived by others. For, certainly, the 
more the love of God, and the love of 
Christ, are perceived and- felt, the 
more fervent must be our desires, and 
the more active our exertions, that 
others, also, may taste and see that the 
Lord is good. 

_ Were it only in relation to the hap- 
piness of the present world, the uni- 
versal distribution of the Bible, and in- 
fluence of our holy Religion, would be 
vastly impertant. Letall become pos- 
sessed of the amiable temper, and be 
governed by the benevolent precepts,. 
of the blessed Gospel, animosity, and 
hatred, and discord, and bloodshed, 
would be banished from our now dis- 
tracted and miserable world. Men 
would love as brethren. Righteous- 
ness wouldevery where prevail; and 
the work of righteousness would be 
peace, and the efiect of righteousness, 
quietness and assurance forever. In 
relation tothe eternal happiness of 
guiltymen, however, the importance 
of the instructions of the Bible, rises 
immeasurably high. Here it is, that 
life and immortality are brought to 
light. Here, only, a way of salvation 
is made known. The situation of 
those, who are destitute of tire Bible, 
as described by an Apostle, is, That 
they are aliens from the commonwealth’ 
of Israel, strangers from the covenant 
of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world. What benevolent 
heart, then, but must bleed, in view 
of the vast multitudes, the hundreds 
of millions of our fallen race, who are, 
at this moment, in this most affecting 
and awful situation! Who but must 
ardently desire, that they may be de- 
livered from this deplorable state, ard 


-obtain salvation, with eternal glory! 


Would you, dear brethven, be instru- 
mental in promoting this benevolent 
and glorious object? Lend your aid,’ 
then, in sending them the Bible, in 
which are contained the words of eter- 
nal life. Send them this treasure, and, 
by the blessing of God, they may re- 
ceive instruction, and become wise un- 
to salvation. Then, a single Bible,’ 
which many very lightly esteem, will 
be worth more, to these now benight- 


ed souls, than all the wealth of the I:-’ 
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cies—Yes, and the blessing of some 
poor soul, now ready to perish, may 
come on you. 

If any thing more is wanting, to 
arouse us to.the most vigorous and ac- 
tive exertions, let us ge to the cross 
of our bleeding, dymg, Savior.— 
There letus remember, that God so 
Joved the world, that he gave his on- 
ly begotten Son, to sufferings and to 
death, that whosoever believeth in 
him, mightnot perish, but have ever- 
lasting life: Let us remember, that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, though he was 
rich, for our sakes became poor, that 
we, through his poverty, ‘might be 
rich, Let our hearts here be warm- 
ed with love, and gratitude, for what 
hhas been done for our own salvation, 
and melted into tenderness and com- 
passion for others, for whgse salvation 
the blood of Jesus flowed* Let us be- 
hold this wonderful display of the love 
of our Redeemer, and remember, that 
the voice of inspiration has deciared, 
if any man have not the spirit of 
Curts, he is none of his. 

In behalf of the Directors ; 

CUARLES MARSH, Fresident. 


ee nner 


The following Report of the Auditor ap- 
pointed by the Directors, exhibits the 
state of the Treasury ut the date of 
the sume 

Moxtpe ter, Ocr. 23d, 1815. 

Fo the President and Directors of the 

Vermont Bible Society. 


This may certify, that after examin- 
ing and auditing the accounts of the 
Yreasurer of the Vermont Bible Soci- 
ety, I find the sum of money received 
by the Treasurer, previous to the 19th 
of October instant, to be seven hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, and twenty-sev- 
en cents, including twenty of White- 
law’s Maps, valued at forty dollars— 
And that the several sums paid out for 
Bibles and Testaments, and incidental 
expenses, previous to the said 19:h 
of October, are found to ke three hun- 


dred and fifty-three dollars which 


leaves a balance in the hands of the 
my . . ‘ 

Treasurer, of three ‘hundred and sev- 
eaty-two dollars and twenty-seven 


cents in cash, and twentv Whitelaw’s 


Maps, valued at forty dollars; all 
‘hich is carried to the new account. 
JOUN NOYES, Audiior. 


- 


N.B. A considerable sum has been 
received since the exibition of the 
Treasurer’s account. 





OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


At the annual meeting of the Ver- 
mont Bible Society, at Montpelier, 
October 21st, 1813, the following offi- 
cers were elected, viz: Hon. Charles 
Marsh, Esq. President, Hon. William 
C. Harrington, and Key. Aaron Le- 
Jand, Fice-Presidents. Rev. Heman 
Ball, John Noyes, Esq. Rev. Leonard 
Worcester, tev. Chester Wright, 
Doct. William G. Hooker, Doct. Jo- 
seph Winslow, and Hon. Chauncey 
Langdon, Directors. William Page, 
Esq..Secretary, Gen. Abner Forbes, 


Treasurer. 





ADDITION TO THE CONSTITUTION, 


Voted, That the following articles, 
proposed at the Jast annual meeting, 
be added to the Constitution, and be- 


come apart thereof, viz. 


Ary 8. Every person becomin 
and continuing a member of the Soci- 
ety, shall be entitled to receive, from 
the Secretary, one Bible annually, 
provided the same be called for in one 
month after the annual meeting. 

Art.9. No oflicer of this Society 
shall receive any compensation for his 
services, 

It was voted also, that the thanks of 
this Society be presented to the Con- 
necticut Bible Society, for their very 
liberal donation of two hundred Bi- 
BLES. 

The Rev. John Fitch, of Danville, is 
appointed to preach the sermon, be- 
fore the Society, at the next nual 
meeting ; and the Rev. Jonathan Go- 
ing, of Cavendish, his substitute. 

; ! AGENTS. AR 


The following persons have, ‘by the 


board of Directors, been appointed 


Agents for receiving and distributing 
BiBLes,viz. 2 

Rev. Daniel Marsh, Bennington, Rev. 
Calvin Chamberlain, Manchester, Wil- 
liam Hall, Esq. Rockingham, Deac. 
Nathan Coolidge, Windsor, Ebenezer 
Huntington, Vergennes, Hon. Elisha 
Allis, Brookfield, Jeduthun Loomis, 
Esq. Montpelier, Doct. Luther Jew- 
ett, S¢ Johnsbury, Levi Barnard, Esq. 
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Lunenburgh, Hon. Elijah Strong, 
Brownington, Benjamin. Swift, Esq. 
St, dlbans, Joseph Pheips, South-Hero, 
Rev, Asa Lyon, Grand Isle, Rev. 
Truman Baldwin, Ciarlotte, Ben Por 
ter, Esq. Newbury, Rev. James Tufts, 
Wardsberough, Rev. Jonathan Go 
ing, Cavendish, . 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRU- 
DENTIAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS- 
SIONER6 FOR FOREIGN NISSIONS, 
sBPr.15, 1813. , 


[Continued from page $51. 


Mr. and Mrs. Newell’s passage from 
Calcutia to the Isle of France was long, 
perilous, and distressing. After lcav- 
ing Calcutta, on the 4th of August, 
they were driven about in the Bay of 

engal for a month, in which time 
Mrs. Newell was sick witha fever.— 
On the 5th of September the ship put 
in at Coringa in distréss. Thence 
they sailed, on the 19th of the same 
month, and errived at the Isle of 
France in the fore part of November. 

About three weeks before their ar- 
rival, they were called te the mourn- 
ful office of consigning to the waves an 
infant daughter, whom but five days 
before, they had joyfully received at 
the band of God, end whom with min- 
gied vows and tears they had solemnly 
devoted tohim in baptism. Soon af- 
ter this, symptoms of a consumption 
began to shew themselves in Mrs. 
Newell. The disease baffted all med- 
ical skill; and on the 30th of Novem- 
ber at Port Louis in the Isle of France, 
she ie.lasleep.— During the whole 
of her sickness,” says her mourning 
husband, “she talked in the most 
familiar manner of death, and the gio- 
ry that was to follow-” She wished it 
to be distinctly made Bnown to her 
friends, that “she had never regretted 
leaving ber native land for the cause of 
Christ.”—* God calls me away,” said 
she, ‘‘ before we have entered on the 
work of the mission: but the case of 
David affords me comfort: T have had 
jt in my heart to do what 1 eould for 
the heathen, and I hope God will ac- 


‘eept me.” When told that probabiy 


she would not live through another 
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day; ‘* O joyful news,” said she, “I 
long to depart.” 

Precious in the sight of the Lord ie 
the death of his saints. Precious to the 
hearts of many is the metmory of this 
amiable and excellent woman. Her 
superior and cultivated mind, her en- 
larged and active benevolence, her sol- 
id and elevated piety, her steady and 
cheerful fortitude, her enlightened and 
sacred devotedness to the missionary 
cause, adorned with all the endearing 
virtues of the female character, had 
raised her high in Christian estima- 
tion, and given no ordinary promise of 
distinguished usefulness. But He, 
from whom all these excellencies pro- 
ceed, and to whom they were conse; 
creted, best knew how long to employ 
them in this world, and when to raise 
their possessor to persection for high- 
er employment in a better. Mrs. 
Newell neither lived to herself, nor di- 
ed to herself. Her witness, we be- 
lieve, is in heaven, and her record on 
high; and we trust that her fervent 
prayers, her readiness to forsake all 
for the service of Christ, and her ex- 
emplary life and death, will not be 
lostto her friends, or to that sacred 
cause to which she was so ardently de- 
voted. 

Her bereaved husband feels her re- 
moval as an unspeakable loss; yet ap- 
pears to bow to the dispensation with 
a truly resigned spirit, and to be sus- 
tained under it with the consolations 
of God. He will be remembered by 

this Board in his affliction, with ten- 
der sympathy and with fervent pray- 
ers; and He, whose servant he is, and 
who will never be unmindiul of him, 
knows how to make his trials redound 
to the furtherance of the great design 
in which he is engaged, anc to work 
for him a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. 

On the 24th of Feb, Mr. Newell 
left the Isle of France, in a vessel 
bound to Bombay; intending to join 
his brethren Hall and Nott there, or at 
Cevlon, as Providence should direct. 

In regard to the difficulties, experi- 
enced by our brethren from the gov- 
ernment at Calcutta, it may be preper 
to state, that they do not appar to 
have been in any respect peculiar to 
Ainerican missionaries. ‘They were 
oniy such as English missionaries have 

had to encounter; and they proceeds 
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ed from the general policy of the East 
Judia Company, which, un the princi- 
pic of mercaniuile monopoly, goes, ex- 
cepting in cases of connivance, to ex- 
ciude from their territories all persons, 
of whatever profession, not licensed by 
the Directers at home. To this poli- 
ev the Directors ofthe London Mis- 
B.ouary Society, in their Annual Re- 
port, last May, have repeated refer. 
ence. One of their Missionaries, a 
Mr. Thampson, on his way to the Mis- 


gionary station at Belhary, arrived, in 


March 1812, at Madras; where “ when 
it was found that he came from Eng- 
land without a license from the East 
Tudia Company,” he received an or- 
der from the superintendant of the po- 
lice as follows: 

“Rev. Stir, 

“Tam directed to inform you, that 
the Honorable the Governor in Counct! ie 
precluded, by the orders of the Supreme 
Government, fram permitting yeu to re- 
gide in any place under this Prestdency ; 
you will therefore, veturn to the Isle of 
#yance, orto Eurgpe, by the first op- 

srtumney.? 

No revocation of this order could 
be obtained. But Mr. Thompson ia 
a letcer, says, * I have nothing tocom- 
piain of the government here, for they 
act agreeably to the letter of their in- 
structions; nor of the government at 
home, as when the Charter was given 
to the Company, there was little re- 
gard to such an accession of territory, 
and it had no view to the religion of 
the people: and when the Toleration 
Act was passed, the Parliament did 
int anticipate that the British domin- 
ions would be g0 extensive, or that 
Christians would feel it their duty to 
communicate the Gospel to foreign 
lands, and therefore no provision was 
made for such a purpose.”—In refer- 
ence to the case of Mr. Thompson, the 
Directors of the Missionary Society, 
say, “It is impossible not to feel, on 
this recital, the most painful regret, 
that regulations, which were original- 
ly made fur commercial purposes only, 
should now be employed to impede 
the progress of Christianity, or place 
under the control of the East India 
Company,a subject so intimately con- 
nected with the present and eternal 
happ:mess of many millions of the hu- 
mraurace. Fur the removal of such 
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unrighteous restrictions, the Society 
applicd to his Majesty’s ministers ; 
has petitioned the Legislature; and 
will continue importunately to addres 
the Throne of Grace.” 

As the Charter of the East India 
Company is about expiring, petitions 
notonly from the London Missionary 
Society, but from other bodies, and 
meetings composed of highly respect. 
able members of the Established 
Church, clergymen and laymen, cs 
well as of other religious denomina- 
tions, and in the different parts of G. 
Britain, have been poured in upon the 
Legislature, praying, that, in the 
new Charter, there may be some ef- 
fectual provision in favor of the propa- 
gation of the Gospel in the Company’s 
extensive and populous territories.— 
If these petitions have failed, or shall 
ultimately fail of success, the failure 
will be greaty lamented by the true 
friends of the Gospel and of the best 
interests of mankind, both in Great 
Britain and in this country, 

The information, which our mis- 
sionarics obtained at Calcutta respect- 
ing -Birmah, and by which they were 
deterred from proceeding thither, was 
probably more particularly detailed, in 
letters which have not yet arrived, than 
in those which have been received.—~ 
It appears, however, that war, both 
civil and foreign, was raging in that 
empire; and that the missionaries, 
who had been sent thither from the 
Lordon, and the Baptist, Missionary 
Societies, had been obliged to leave 
the country. These are strong facts ; 
and doubtless will appear to thisBoard 
sufficient to justify our brethren, in 
relinquishing, for ihe present, adesign 
which had been entertained with great 
fervency of hope, amd in regard to 
which no small disappointment is felt. 
The committee, however, do not aban. 
don the hope, that a door may yet be 
opened, at no very distant period, for 
the propagation ef the Gospel in Bir- 
mah. 

Though disappointed inregard to 
the Birman empire, and obstructed in 
British tndia, our missionarics, at 
their last dates, were by no means dis- 
couraged. They still had hope of ob- 
taining footing at Bombay, or Surat, 
in a way similar to thatin which mis- 
sionaries had obtained footing, note 
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withstanding the difficulties always 

resented in different parts of India. 
‘And should they fail there, they had 
assurance of being allowed to establish 
a mission at Ceylon; where a ficld of 
no small extent and promise would be 
open to them. OF this island, as a field 
fur missionary labors, the Directors of 
the London Missionary Society, in 
their last repoft, give avery favorable 
réprescitation. A gentleman resident 
there, as quoted by the Diretors, savs, 
gt hope the Missionary Society, and 
all other societies fur promoting the 
glorious cause, will stram every nerve 
to send some able teachers to this 
country. Never was sucha harvest, 
as is here pr epared for the reapers.’ 

Our missionaries mention, in very 
grateful terms, the courtesy, hospituh- 
ty, and gencresity, which they experi- 
enced from many persons at Caicutta, 
Serampore, and Port Louis. At Cal: 
cutta, inaddition to various other acts 
of liberality, collections were made for 
them, in money, ef upwards of seven 
fundred rupees—more than three 
hundred dollars. For these co!lect- 
ions, they express very particular obli- 
gations to the Rev. Mr. Thomason, 
an Episcopal clergyman, who on all 
occasions had acted towards them the 
part of a Christian and afriend. And 
when Mr.Newell left Calcutta for the 
Isle of France, he hada letter of cred- 
it, frem Dr. Carcy te a house in the 
Jatter place, to be used, in case of ne- 
cessity, until he should receive from 
us the means of repayment. 

The Prudential Committee have 
not lost sight of the design of this 
Board, respecting a mission to the Iro- 
quois, or Caghnawaga Indians. It is 
a design peculiarly near to their 
hearts; but they have to lament, that, 
on account of the war, it cannot at 
present be carried into effect. May 
the God of mercy grant, that the pres- 
ent obstructions, may soon be remo- 
ved ; and a door yet be opened for the 
Gospel tobe imparted to our pagan 
brethren of the wilderness; Whose 
claims for com misseration are most un- 
equivocsl and affecting ; ard in regard 
to whom, before the great Parent of 
all, a responsibility the most awful 
rests upon the people of these States. 

Messrs. Richards and Warren, who 
fer wo years have been under the par 
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ticular patronage of this Board, soon 
after they had closed their studies, a 
year ago, at the Theological Institu- 
tion, went under the direction of the 
Prudenti: iL Committee, to Philadel- 
phia, for advancement in medical sei- 
ence. They have been in that city 
ebout ten months; ang have there re- 
ceived marks of courtesy and liberali- 
ty, which are mentioned by them in 
terms of fervent gratitude, and which 
claim the grateful acknow ledgments 
of this Board. From regard to the 
service to which they are devoted, 
they have been admitted, gratuitous- 
lv, to an entire course of lectures in 
the celebrated Medical Department of 
the Pennsylvania University; and, re- 
cently, have been placed in very eligi: 
ble situations, one in the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, and the ether in the Philadel: 
phia Almshouse—situations not only 
exempting them from a principal part 
of the expenses of living, but affording 
them advantages fé» medical improve- 
ment, netexceeded, probably, by any 
nm the United States, Besides attend- 
ing to their medical studies, they have 
been employed, for a considerable part 
of the time, by the Nissionary Society 
mM Philadelphia, and have performed 
jointly, in thecity and vicinity, the du- 
ties of one titssionar#: thus favoring 
the funds of this Board, improving 
themselves as peachers, and doing 
food. We devoutly trust, to the sou Is 
of many. They will be ready for our 
service abroad, whenever it shall be 
judged expedient to send them. 
Notwithstanding the embarrass- 
ments of the times, the liberality of 
the Christian public towards the ob- 


“jects of this Board, has been such in 


‘the course of the year, as highly re- 
dounds to the praise of Divine grace. 
Our brethren and friends, inthe Aux- 
iliary Societies in the different parts 
cf our country, have exerted them- 
selves with very exemplary and ani- 
mating zeal, and are entitled to the 
most affectionate and grateful reeogni- 
tion on this aniversary. The dona- 
tions to the Board have been publish- 
ea as they were received. The 
amount received from Sept. 1, 1812, to 
August 51, 1815, exceeds eleven thou- 
sand dollars, as will appear more par- 
ticularly by the Treasurer’s annuai ac- 
counts. Several Auxiliary Foreigi. 


Sele 


Mission Societies have been formed 
within the year past; but the exact 
number cannot be stated, as it is fre- 
quently some months after these soci- 
eties are formed before authentic in- 
formation is received from them. 

In the close of this Report, the Pru- 
dential Committee would deliberately 
say, that, ina general review, they see 
no reason for discouragement, ov for 
u remission of activity, on the part of 
the Board or its friends ;, but abun- 
dant cause of thankfulness, and in- 
creased exertion. If, when we engag- 
edin our great design, we Were not 
prepared for the trials—if we did not 
Jay our account for occurrences appar- 
ently adverse, and calling for the uat- 
most firmness of faith, steadiness of 
purpose, and energy ofaction; we had 
profited bui little by the experience 
of ages ;—had observed to little pur- 
pose the unvaried course of Divine 
dispensations, and were but ill quali- 
fied for an undertaking of this arduous 
and momentous kind. Hitherto our 
trials have been comparatively light ; 
and our encouragements many and 
great. It is only three years since the 
frst meeting of this Board, then only 
@ voluntary-association, feeble, desti- 
tute of funds, and unassured of any ad- 
eguate patronage. It is not time to 
have achived muéh in the pagan 
world : if any thing has been done in 
the way of prepartion—in giving sta- 
bility and efficacy to the mstitution— 
in gaining the attention and favor of 
the Christian public to the design, 
obtaining the requisite funds for its 
Support, and devising and maturing 
plans for carrying it inio effect j—we 
have not labored’ in vain, but may rea- 
sonably hope to reap in due time.— 
That the heathen world is to be con- 
verted to Christ is as certain, as that 
the word of God is true ; that this is 
tobe eflected by the instrumentality 
ef Christians is as evident, as the Di- 
Vine institution of. the Christian min- 
istry is unquestionable: that the time 
for its accomplishment is near, both 
the word and providence of God une- 
qivocaliy declare. Preparations for 
this great event have been commen- 
ced upon a vast scales and, amidst 
the vortentous commotions of the 
world, are advancing with astonishing 
soustancy and celerty. Not to dis- 
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cern the signs of the times were a 
proof of most deplorable blindness ;. 
not to hail with grateful joy, the ad- 
vance of Him to whom the kingdom 
of the whole earth belongs, were a 
fearful indication of inward hostility 
to his cause ; not to be zealously en- 
gaged inthe great design of bringing 
ali nations under his benign dominion, 
were to betray adeadness of heart, an 
unbelief, a devotednes to the world, or 
a pusillanimity, unworthy the Chis« 
tianname. With humble reliance on 
Him, may this Board be steadfast and 
unmoveable aiways abounding in the work 
of the Lord. 


= 
CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 


We learn that the Government of 
Great Britain, in renewing the char- 
ter of the East India Company, has 
opened a door for Protestant Mission- 
aries to labor in India. 


ow . 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BRIBe 
PORT. 


This revival has prevailed for some 
months, and still continues with con- 
siderablepower. We learn that twenty 
persons have recently united with the 
Congregational church; and that tweii’ 
ty two now stand propounded. 


cee 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PAWLET. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the 
Punoplist, dated Pawlet, (Vt_) thé 
W1¢th ult. 

“ T have the pleasmg intelligence 
to communicate, that there is arevi- 
val of religien in this place. Aftera 
long night of darkness, the day begins 
todawn. The work of God is pow- 
erful, and the attention has remarka- 


bly increased within two or three. 


wecks. Itextends almost all over te 
Congregational Society, of which the 
Rev. Mr: Griswold is pastor, The 
house of God is Uirenged on tke Sab- 
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bath. Confercncces are frequently, 
fully, and solemnly attended, in many 
parts of the town. Some persons have 
obtained a hope, and many are anx- 
iously inquiring What they must do to 
be saveil. 


“Last evening I attended s confer- 
ence of the young people, and altho’ 
it rained very violently during the 
whole evening, there were about fitty 
present, principally young men. The 
scene was truly solemn and affecting. 
Some were almost m despajr; while 
others were rejoicing, and telling what 
the Lord had done for their souls, and 
inviting their companions to come to 
Christ for salvation. 

* I have been informed, that there 
is, also; a very cousiderable attentiun 
in the town of Hartford, state of New- 
York. Pan. 


I nstallation—Ordinations—Poetry. 
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INSTALLATION. 
INSTALLED at Danbury, Con. on 


the 30 of June last, Bev. WiLLiaM 


Axprews. Serthon by Rev. Samuel 


P. Williams of Mansfieid. 


[on aineaenaliial 
—_—_——— 


ORDINATIONS. 
Orvatnep, At Tunbridge, the Rev. 
JacopAuten. The particulars we 
have not learnt. 

At Shefficld,, Mass. Rev. JAMES 
BraApDForpD | 

At Greenfield, Mass. Rev. GAMAL- 
reL S$. OLns as Colleag: ie Pastor with 
the Rev. Dr. Newton. Sermon by Dr- 
Austin of Worcester. 

At Boston, Mass. on the 8th inst: 
Rev. Francis PARKMAN, 4s pastor 
of the new north Society. Sermon by 
Mr. Channing of Boston. 


Lf oetry. 


ANSWER TO NARCISSA’S ADDRESS TO A FRIEND UNDER AFFLICTION* 
Vol, V. page $19. 


1. Narsissa dear, thy friendty line 
ffouches a heart that bleeds like thine; 
Responsive to thy tender strain, 

A mourner asks thee write again. 


2. A stranger to thy true address, 
But apprehensive of thy grace ; 
Could he for once but have his will, 
Thy pen should never more be still. 


5. Too well he knows the unyielding 


heart, 
‘The sever’d tie! and throbbing smart ! 


flow earthly things have held him here, 


Forgetiul ot his Savior dear. 


: But still ’tis sweet to bow to God, 
‘o bear his kind chastising rod ; 

t;race makes the cup,tho’ bitter, sweet, 

While I lie prostrate, at his feet. 


5. O may I never more distrust 
Fhe Lord ofall, whose Ways are just ; 


BND OF 


TT 


But feel that what he wills is good, 
Howe’er by mortals understoed. 


6 Narcissa! yes, the billows roll ; 

The tempests beat upon my soul ; 

But clouds, and storms, and wlite- ‘capt 
seas, 

Can do but what my Savior please. 


7. His attributes are all array’d, 
For my defence—I'm notafraid ; 

Why should IT ever anxious be, 
Since God himself will care for me ? 


8. Ye murm’ring thoughts no more 
arise, 
Tocast acloud about mine eyes ; 


All, inimy God, wili I confide, 
‘Lill 1 at death in Him shall hide. 


Praconprres+ 
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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS. 


THE present number concludes the sixth volume of the Ad- 
viser, and releases the Editors from the responsible task of con- 
ducting the establishament. The Adviser has not been all that 
we have wished, but it has been all that we have had leisure to 
make it. We liave never claimed the ability, nor indulged the 
ambition of giving the work a high literary rank, It it has been 
useful, our object is attained. 

To our correspondents and patrons, for their numerous favors, 
we tender our cordial thanks, 

A particular relation has subsisted between the Editors and 
their readers. It becomes the Editors-to enquire, whether they 


have been found faithful, and their readers, ‘whether they have 


foe ac the price put into their hands. ‘This relation is now 
dissolved, and we must ere long meet—-the Editors to give ace 


‘count of their motives and their labors, and their readers, of the 


manner in which they have xeccived warning, consolation and 
instruction. To make this meeting a mutual joy has been our 
constant aim and will still be the object of our earnest prayers. 

Agreeably to an arrangement of the General Convention, the 
Adviser will hereafter be Edited by the Reverend Professor 
Hovucn, from whose talents, taste and leisure much may _ be ex- 
pected. Believing that the interests of religion will be highly 
promoted by a continuance of the work, we : hope our brethren 
and the christian public will exert their influence to give it an 
extensive circulation. Withour best wishes and our prayers 
for its success, we resign it to the care ef its future conducter 


and to the blessing of Almighty God. 
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